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STATEMENT CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF THE UIGHURS
On Wednesday, October 7, 2008, federal district judge Ricardo Urbina ordered the release of
Guantanamo detainees whom the Bush administration admits are not enemy combatants.
Detained for nearly seven years and of Uighur-Chinese ethnicity, these 17 men were ordered to
appear at a hearing in Washington, D.C. on October 10 to determine the terms of their release.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit issued a stay while it considers
the administration’s appeal of that ruling.

Unfortunately, the Uighurs cannot be repatriated to China, their homeland, due to state sponsored
persecution, and it is an open question whether any country would admit them. The United States
government proposes to confine the Uighurs indefinitely in Guantanamo, is continuing to
narrowly construe the federal court’s ability to exercise its habeas corpus powers, and is actively
seeking to prevent their appearance in court.

While it is clearly necessary for the United States to detain foreign terrorists to protect national
security, that is not at issue here. The continued detention of the 17 Uighurs in Guantanamo
compromises our principles and undermines our standing in the world.

The right of habeas corpus is the preeminent safeguard of individual liberty and separation of
powers. It provides for meaningful judicial review of executive actions. The executive branch is
wrong to have detained the Uighurs for nearly seven years without meaningful review.
Moreover, it is wrong in opposing the exercise of their habeas corpus rights, and it is wrong in
asserting they can be detained indefinitely.

This is not a partisan issue. Conservatives and liberals, Republicans and Democrats, advocates of
a strong president, a strong Congress, and a strong federal judiciary all believe that the system of
checks and balances created by our country’s founders is required to preserve Americans’
freedoms and liberties and our country’s security.

The administration’s ongoing opposition to habeas corpus review is a symptom of a greater
illness: the inability to create a fair, consistent, and constitutional process for those it deems
“enemy combatants.” The administration cannot place the Uighurs in limbo and abdicate
responsibility for resolving the problems it created.
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