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The Honorable Arlen Specter

Melody Barnes, Esq. Chairman, Senate Committee on the Judiciary
i 711 Senate Hart Office Building
Gheistonhee Caires United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Peter Edelman
Dear Senator Specter:
The Honorable Mickey Edwards

o, Harvard Universit The Liberty and Security Initiative of the Constitution Project

colonel Dean Esserman———— Fespectfully calls on the Congress of the United States to initiate legislative
oversight into the current procedures by which people detained by this
bl N government are transferred to the custody of other nations, and the methods

of ensuring that such transfers are consistent with all relevant United States
and international law. We believe this is vitally important; reflecting the

The Honorable Morton H. Halperin United States’ fundamental adherence to standards of justice and the equally
QpenSo e e compelling necessity of ensuring the nation's security.

Thomas Gotlschalk. an.

Stephen F. Hanlon.ﬂl‘Esq.

P1d;;§ ~ The Constitution Project, part of the Georgetown University Public

Council for Excellence Policy Institute, is a bipartisan nonprofit organization that seeks consensus
on controversial legal and constitutional issues through a unique combination

The Honoreble Aner . Mikva— of scholarship and activism. We seek to stimulate, and therefore influence

College of Law public debate by bringing together a bipartisan group of prominent Americans

The Honorable Laurie . Robinson WHOSE CONSENSUS 0N issues can encourage serious dialogue among

e ey lawmakers, policymakers and the public. For more information about the

Constitution Project please visit www.constitutionproject.org.

Professor L Muchaer Seidman
Ge get NIVETSIT

In recent months, both the Administration and the Congress have
e recognized that abuses have occurred in the treatment of persons held at
detention facilities. In a separate document, the Constitution Project
has called for the establishment of an independent bipartisan commission
Spencer P. Boyer, Esq. to investigate the treatment of people held at detention facilities such as Abu
S—— Ghraib and Guantanamo Bay, to ensure that in our efforts to combat
terrorism this country remains true to its own values. It is this same concern
that prompts us to ask that the Congress examine the practice of

Helen Wright


http://www.constitutionproject.org/

extraordinary rendition -- the transfer of people to foreign countries without formal legal
proceedings. We believe that congressional oversight is needed to clarify

the procedures required for such transfers, to examine the nature of assurances
provided by the foreign countries that people transferred to their custody will be treated
humanely, and to analyze the efficacy of attempts to ensure that recipient nations
comply with any such assurances.

The President of the United States has stated unequivocally that our government
opposes the use of torture. The Congress, by its enactments, has specifically
prohibited the use of torture. Members of both parties have repeatedly spoken out
against the use of torture as an instrument of interrogation. Given such a broad and
bipartisan consensus, and in the light of published reports that some nations to which
this country has transferred people have not complied with their assurances that torture
and inhumane treatment will not be employed, we believe it is necessary that the
Congress act to examine the practice of extraordinary rendition. We also urge
Congress to formulate and publish findings at the conclusion of such oversight hearings.

Sincerely,

The Liberty and Security Initiative of the Constitution Project

Members of the Liberty and Security Initiative Endorsing this Letter:*

CO-CHAIRS

David Cole, Professor of Law, Georgetown University Law Center
David Keene, Chairman, American Conservative Union

MEMBERS

Floyd Abrams, Esq., Partner, Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP

Bob Barr, Member of Congress (R-GA, 1995 - 2003); CEO, Liberty Strategies, LLC; the
21st Century Liberties Chair for Freedom and Privacy at the American Conservative
Union; Chairman of Patriots to Restore Checks and Balances; practicing attorney;
Consultant on Privacy Matters for the ACLU

Walter Cronkite, former Managing Editor, CBS Evening News; Special Correspondent,
CBS News

John J. Curtin, Esq., Partner, Bingham McCutchen, LLP

Mickey Edwards, Director, Aspen Institute-Rodel Fellowships in Public Leadership;
Lecturer, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Princeton
University; former Member of Congress (R-OK); former Chairman, House of
Representatives Republican Policy Committee

Reverend Dr. C. Welton Gaddy, Executive Director, The Interfaith Alliance

Dr. Morton H. Halperin, Director of U.S. Advocacy, Open Society Institute; Senior Vice
President, Center for American Progress



David Lawrence, Jr., President, Early Childhood Initiative Foundation; former publisher,
Miami Herald and Detroit Free Press

Kate Martin, Director, Center for National Security Studies

Thomas R. Pickering, former Undersecretary of State for Political Affairs; former United
States Ambassador and Representative to the United Nations

John Podesta, President and Chief Executive Officer, Center for American Progress;
White House Chief of Staff, Clinton administration

William S. Sessions, former Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation; former Chief
Judge, U.S. District Court for the Western District of Texas

John Shore, Founder and President, noborg LLC; former Senior Advisor for Science
and Technology to Senator Patrick Leahy

Geoffrey R. Stone, Harry Kalven, Jr., Distinguished Service Professor of Law, The
University of Chicago

John F. Terzano, President, The Justice Project

John Whitehead, President, Rutherford Institute

Roger Wilkins, Clarence J. Robinson Professor of History and American Culture,
George Mason University

*QOrganizational information is listed for identification purposes only.
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