Beyond Guantanamo: A Bipartisan Declaration
Quotations on Closing the Detention Facility

“If it was up to me, | would close Guantanamo. Not tomorrow, but this afternoon.”
- General Colin Powell

“The name itself is a condemnation.”
- Defense Secretary Robert Gates, speaking about the detention center at Guantanamo
Bay’

“Gitmo has caused us problems. There is no question about it.”
- General David Petraeus’

“We have many terrorists in U.S. prisons today...The truth is, there's a lot of fear-mongering
about this. We've never had an escape from a supermax prison, and that's where these guys
will go—and if not one of the existing ones, we'll create a new one.”

- Defense Secretary Robert Gates®

“I'd like to see it [the detention facility at Guantanamo] shut down...I believe that from the
standpoint of how it reflects on us that it's been pretty damaging.”
- Admiral Michael Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff’

“Sometimes, we just didn't get the right folks.”
- Brigadier General Jay Hood, former Commanding General of Joint Task Force
Guantanamo

“The positive effect that we’ll get in winning the war on terrorism by the shutdown of Gitmo is
enormous.”
- General Wesley Clark®

“I think what's going on in Guantanamo Bay and other places is a disgrace to the U.S.A. |
wouldn't say it's the cause of terrorism, but it has given impetus and excuses to potential
terrorists to lash out at our country and justify their despicable acts.”

- Former President Jimmy Carter’

“[Guantanamo] gives us a very, very bad name, not just internationally. | have a great deal of
difficulty understanding how we can hold someone, pick someone up, particularly someone
who might be an American citizen—even if they were caught somewhere abroad—acting
against American interests, and hold them without ever giving them an opportunity to appear
before a magistrate.”

- Former U.S. Secretary of State James A. Baker, III°
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